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FOLLOWING IS FROM DEPARTMENT'S NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
FEBRUARY 21: 

QUOTE: Q: AT A PRESS CONFERENCE THIS MORNING, MEMBERS OF 
THE U.S.-SOVIET TRADE COUNCIL SAID THE SECRETARY SPOKE TO 
THEM FOR 45 MINUTES YESTERDAY ON THE PROBLEM OF THE 
U.S.-SOVIET TRADE LEGISLATION BREAKDOWN. I WOULD LIKE TO 
ASK FOR A COPY OF THE TRANSCRIP OE THAT MEETING, AND IF 
NECESSARY, TO ASK FOR IT UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
ACT. 
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A: LET ME MAKE TWO COMMENTS ON THIS. NO. 1, WITH REGARD 
TO THE SECRETARY MEETING WITH THE GROUP FOR 45 MINUTES, 

I HAVE CHECKED INTO THIS THIS MORNING AND HE WAS THERE 
WITH THE GROUP FOR APPROXIMATELY 15 OR 20 MINUTES. HE 
ARRIVED ABOUT 4:40 TO 4:45 AND LEFT AT 5 O'CLOCK. 

ON YOUR OTHER POINT, I'VE ALSO CHECKED INTO THIS THERE IS 
NO TRANSCRIPT THAT HAS BEEN MADE OF HIS PRIVATE REMARKS 
THAT HE MADE TO THE GROUP. NO TRANSCRIPT WAS MADE. 

Q: CAN YOU SUMMARIZE HIS REMARKS OR PARAPHRASE THEM? 

A: HE MADE THESE REMARKS IN PRIVATE TO THE GROUP; 

BUT I CAN GIVE YOU A COUPLE OF GENERAL POINTS WITH 
REGARD TO WHAT HE SAID. THE SECRETARY GAVE THE GROUP 
A GENERAL APPRAISAL OF OUR OVERALL RELATIONS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION. 

Q: WHAT DID HE THINK OF THEM? 

A: LET ME JUST FINISH HERE. 

ON THE SUBJECT OF TRADE, THE SECRETARY TOLD THE GROUP 
THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE U.S.-SOVIET TRADE NORMALIZED 
AND THAT HE WILL BE CONSULTING WITH THE CONGRESS 
ON HOW BEST TO PROCEED TOWARD THAT END. 

I THINK WITH REGARD TO YOUR QUESTION YOU JUST ASKED ON 
THE APPRAISAL OF OUR OVERALL RELATIONS, THE SECRETARY 
ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO THAT MOST RECENTLY - AS FAR AS I 
RECALL - IN GENEVA, FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER GROMYKO. 

Q: DID HE TELL THEM THE SAME THING? I MEAN, DID HE 
TELL THEM NO MORE, OR LESS THAN HE TOLD GROMYKO, OR 
WHAT? 

A: I CANNOT TELL YOU. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q: ON THE TRADE LEGISLATION - 
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A: YES, SIR 

Q: - IS IT THE SECRETARY'S POSITION THAT THE LEGISLATION 
SHOULD BE CHANGED, OR THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOULD COMPLY 
WITH THE TERMS OF THE LEGISLATION? 

A: WE'VE HAD THIS QUESTION RAISED BEFORE - AS WE ALL 
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KNOW HERE - AND AT THIS PARTICULAR STAGE, I HAVE TO 
LEAVE IT THAT THE SECRETARY IS GOING TO BE TALKING WITH 
THE APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OE CONGRESS ON HOW BEST TO 
PROCEED, IN VIEW OE THE DIFEICULTIES THAT HAVE ARISEN. 

THIS IS NOT SOMETHING THAT THE SECRETARY IS GOING TO 
TELL THE CONGRESS: "YOU OUGHT TO DO IT THIS WAY OR THAT 
WAY." THERE HAS TO BE A DIALOGUE HERE BETWEEN THE 
CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH ON HOW BEST TO OVERCOME 
THE DIEEICULTIES. SO I CAN'T SPECULATE HOW THIS IS GOING 
TO BE WORKED OUT. BUT, AS WE SAID BEEORE, WE DO EEEL 

THAT THE PROBLEM SHOULD BE SOLVED; AND IT'S GOT TO BE 
DONE IN CONSULTATION, AS THE SECRETARY SAID BEEORE, WITH 
THE CONGRESS. 

Q: THE SECRETARY IS CONSULTING WITH CONGRESS, AND THE 
SOVIET OEEICIALS ARE CONSULTING WITH CONGRESS, AND 
DONALD KENDALL IS CONSULTING WITH CONGRESS. IS THERE 
ANY COORDINATION AMONG THESE VARIOUS PARTIES CONSULTING 
WITH CONGRESS? 

A: I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THERE IS DETAILED CONSULTATION 
WITH THE THREE GROUPS YOU MENTIONED, ERANKLY. I MEAN, 

THE SECRETARY, AS I SAID EARLIER, TALKED WITH THIS GROUP 
YESTERDAY ABOUT THIS PROBLEM. THE SECRETARY HAS BEEN 
TALKING WITH MEMBERS OE CONGRESS BEEORE WE WENT TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST. HE'S GOING TO CONTINUE TO TALK WITH THEM 
TO TRY AND EXPLORE HOW THE PROBLEM CAN BE SOLVED. BUT 
AS TO WHETHER THERE'S SPECIEIC COORDINATION, I JUST 
DON'T KNOW. 

Q: YOU DON'T KNOW, THEN, WHETHER THE RUSSIANS AND THE 
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SECRETARY ARE ASKING CONGRESS EOR THE SAME THING, OR IN 
THE SAME GENERAL AREAS OR ALONG THE SAME LINES? 

A: NO, I DO NOT KNOW. 

Q: CAN I GO BACK TO THE SOVIET-AMERICAN TRADE MATTER 
- IN SEVERAL ASPECTS? AT THE NEWS CONFERENCE THIS 
MORNING - MR. ALKHIMOV, THE RUSSIAN CO-CHAIRMAN OE THE 
COUNCIL, SAID THAT THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK LEGISLATION, 

WHICH INVOLVES A 300-MILLION-DOLLAR CEILING OVER FOUR 
YEARS, WAS UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE OE VARIOUS REASONS. 

WHEN THE QUESTION WAS PUT THAT WHAT THE LEGISLATION 
ACTUALLY SAID WAS THAT IF THE ADMINISTRATION HAD WANTED 
TO LEND MORE, PROVIDE MORE CREDITS TO THE SOVIET UNION, 

ABOVE 300 MILLION IT HAS TO GO TO CONGRESS TO GETAPPROVAL 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



- HE SAID THAT THIS INVOLVES BUREAUCRATIC MEASURES 
WHICH WERE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

NOW, I WONDER - MY QUESTION IN THIS CONNECTION IS: 

DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT CONSIDER THE SOVIET POSITION 
REGARDING THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES IN THE UNITED 
STATES A MATTER OF INTERFERENCE WITH THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF THE UNITED STATES? 

A: I THINK, FRANKLY, ON THIS QUESTION OE THE EX-IM 

CREDITS - WE'VE TALKED ABOUT IT HERE ON A NUMBER OF 
OCCASIONS - THE ADMINISTRATION'S VIEW ON THIS IS VERY 
WELL KNOWN. THIS IS ONE OF THE SUBJECTS THAT WE ARE 
CONSULTING WITH THE CONGRESS ON TO SEE HOW THIS 
PROBLEM ALSO CAN BE DEALT WITH. I JUST WOULD RATHER 
LEAVE THE EX-IM CREDIT QUESTION THERE EOR THE 
TIME BEING. UNQUOTE KI SINGR UNQTE KISSINGER 
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